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FEBRUARY, 2010 Newsletter of the Westmont Area

Year In Review

l'tds hard to beliey
The challenge rived. As we reflect on 2009, | would like
of history is to say thank you to all of our members, Bo.ar;‘
recover the members, volunteers, sponsors and visito|
past and intro- that made this year such a success.

duce it to the We hosted a number of special events thalls
present. included a program on Mary Todd Lincoln ™
~David Thelen the fourth annual Spring Palette Art Show
our annual Last Straw fall event, stepping
stones craft project, Sidewalk Chalk Art
Contest, and Digital Photo Contest. We Cel eb ing a 19506s Chr i
also continued to participate in the Passport to

Adventure program. For eight weeks in the summer, we provided activities for fami-

lies on Wednesday afternoons. Children were invited to make candles, paint rain bar-
rels, make wooden toys, make their own paper and much more. Children who visited

at least seven area museums received prizes and certificates. Of course, Holly Days is

a Westmont tradition that draws lots of visitors to the museum during the Christmas

season. OQur 195006s Christmas was a huge
hoops, the Red Rider BB gun, Chex Mix, the soda fountain and poodle skirts made for
a fun trip back in ti mel! The 1950038s the

sary of the Westmont Park District. Facts and trivia were exhibited throughout the
year to commemorate this milestone.

Ot her accomplishments included restoring
brickwork, and installing a new display board in front of the museum. We are grateful

to the park district for realizing the importance of our preserving the past and taking

such good care of our building.

Looking ahead there is still much work to be done. We hope you will continue to
support us. If you have not renewed you membership, we invite you to do so.
Happy New Year! See you at the museum!

Alice Krampits, Curator
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Volunteer Girl
Scouts planting
spring flowers.

THIS YEAR,
INVITE A FRIENT
TO BECOME A
MEMBER

$10 INDIVIDUAL
$15 FAMILY

$5 SENIOR
SHARE IN
PRESERVING O
LOCAL HISTORY

Terry
Dutkovich
helps a
young
visitor at
Sprouting

Sneakers

Program \ ;

New Board Members Elected

The Westmont Area Historical Society has tion to out-outgoing President Patty Tobias and
elected new board members. Please welcome Secretary Marion Vimtrup for their many years
Rich Jones, Beth Charvat, John Dispensa lll, andl dedicated service to the historical society.

Bill Johnson. Board positions are as follows: Marion Vimtrup remains an active member of the

Rich Jones, President historical society.

Our new board is very proactive and supportive
of new initiatives. Most recently they have re-
viewed and updated the Hgws. They are work-

Joyce Feltz, Vice President

Beth Charvat, Secretary

John Dispensa, Director, & Membership ing on increasing membership, implementing new
Services activities and suggesting fundraisers that can help
Bill Rahn, Treasurer the with museum improvement projects slated

) ) for 2010.
Josephine Kwasek, Director o )
Everyone is invited to attend board meetings.

Your comments and suggestions are welcomed.
Bill Johnson, Director The next board meeting is scheduled for
February, 23 at 7:00 pm at the Gregg House

We would like to extend our sincerest apprecia-
Museum.

Museum Improvements

The Gregg House has been closed this January for good a reason. At last, the plaster repair work

has been done in the upstairs office. Before our roof was replaced, we had some water damage

around the upstairs dormer. This has since dried out and needed to be fixed. The repairs are now
complete and the room has been repainted. There was additional moisture damage in the kitchen,

and around many of the old windows. These areas have been repaired, sealed and painted. The
upstairs ocraft roomdé and the bathroom have al so
room. The parlor, sitting room, and master bedroom will be repainted at a later time. The museum

is looking great! Thank you Westmont Park District.

Mary Royston, Director

Our historical society board is also working with the park district on other projects for 2010. The
improvements list includes replacing the fence around the museum and garden, replacing the porch
railing, painting the east side porch, and placing an historical marker in front of the Gregg House that
would be informational and visible from the street. Monies from the Barnyard Bingo fundraiser will
be applied to some of these projects!

- Come to the Party!

Wedre celebrating George Washingtonr3ps! birthday
Meet Martha Washington and discoveow she met and married George, and their life at
Mount Vernon.

Lynn Rymarz, who portrays Martha Washington, has great facts, recipes and interesting stories
about our Founding Father. She will reminisce about her life as Founding Mother. The presen-
tation will begin promptly at 1:15 pm. Children will be invited to make tricorn hats and a small
craft to take home. We will also have birthday cake after meeting Martha. Crafts will-be on
going from 1:368:00pm . This program is FREE for members. A donation of $3 is requested
for non-members and is payable at the door. Please note that this is a special SATURDAY
program. Mark your calendars and come join the party at the Gregg House!

GREGG HOUSE MUSEUM
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Fun For All Seasons

Above left: Last Straw Fall Event, Right: Kids Club making scarecrows, Bottom Left: Sidewalk Chalk

Art Contest, Bottom Right: Spring Palette Art Show

Right:

Twin Lakes
Preschool
visits each
spring to
learn about
pioneers
and make
butter and
grind corn.
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GREGG
HOUSE
MUSEUM

OVER
1800
VISITORS
IN 2009!



